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dynasties to the glympic Games.

or 4000 years, right up to the 2oth

century, Chinese society was governed by
dynastiesflines of emperors who ruled
ere overthrown by a stronger clan.

until they w |
Along the way, they came up with some fantastic
inventions that aré still around today. If you're
using a compass to get to the fireworks or you're
reading the paper while sheltering under an i
umbrella, you can thank the Chinese! Check out e & | e
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sequence baked clay,
In the 2006 Census almost
nsus, of powerful used to make
700 000 Australian residents leaders in the pots and =
claimed to have Chinese same famil ornaments
ancestry. Sydney, Melbourne | it
and Brisbane all have a ‘
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Communist Chinais
largely closed to the
West
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Thousands of Chinese
immigrate to
the Australian
goldfields; many
stay permanently
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TAOPING —a traditional village

Qiangis 1 The Qiang people in south-west China are one of
pronounced the country’s ethnic minority groups. Until recently,
the Qiang lived a traditional lifestyle as they had for
hundreds of years.

Their village of Taoping dates back to
111 BCE and has eight gates to protect
the villagers from invaders. Dozens of
interconnecting laneways join the

e " The avera
houses, a bit like a maze. ge annual

income in rural Ching

; ; is 3250 yuan (about
For generations, the Qiang have $500), compared to

been farmers and they have arich Y ELXTTT Y110
culture including music, singing SR LERNIT
and dancing. Their homes, which b workers.

“are up to five storeys high, were used ™

 for keeping livestock and storing gram

as we!l as for eating and sleeping»' :
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Traditional hutongs (above) and
modern apartment blocks (below)
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GLOSSARY
ethnic minority
groop: people who
have a different
cultoral background
to the majority of the
population

BELUNG—a changing metropolis
China’s capital city, Beijing, has an impressive
history. It was home to 34 emperors who ruled
the country for 3000 years.

The old residential districts of the city are
criss-crossed by thousands of alleys, passages
and small streets, known as hutongs, lined

with tea houses, temples and antique markets.
But the hutongs are rapidly making way for
high-rise hotels, office buildings and shopping
malls. About one-third of the city’s 17 million

- residents live in traditional houses, while

the remainder live in high-rise apartments.

' There is a constant flow of people from the

country to the city, as they search for better
jobs. Rural villagers who come to the city need
an urban residence permit to live there and
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Shopping on Wangfujing Street



